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"Leading, Learning, and Growing...TOGETHER"  May  2022 

Lucky’s Legend 

Message from the Principal... 

Green Gables is now 
on Twitter!  Please 

follow Green Gables 
ES @teamGGES to 

see what's happening 
at our school! 

Dear Incredible GG Families, 

 

As we wind down the school year, I would like to take the 

opportunity to thank our staff, students, families, and community 

members for their hard work and dedication over the course of the 

year.  I am so proud of our students. They literally bring me joy 

every day.  It is such a gift to see a child learn new things, make 

friends, struggle and persevere through a challenge, work through a 

conflict and make amends, and also learn more about themselves 

and others.  Learning is a journey indeed!  Green Gables is a 

wonderful place continuing to “lead, learn, and grow together”.   

 

Please join us for our end of school celebration on May 19th from 

5:00-7:00. It will be full of fun activities - bouncy house, food trucks, 

cake walks, scavenger hunt and more!  Most importantly, it is just a 

great time to be together and celebrate our amazing school 

community.   

 

Finally, as I write this last letter as principal of Green Gables, I am 

taking with me beautiful memories of all the amazing things that 

have happened over the course of my six years here. I will always 

keep in my heart your children’s smiles and your great support.  I 

have been blessed to serve as principal and I know Green Gables 

will continue to thrive.  

 

Have a safe and fun-filled summer and I wish you all the best. 

 

Warmly,  

Suanne Hawley 

#BetterTogether 

http://greengables.jeffcopublicschools.org/
http://greengables.jeffcopublicschools.org/
http://greengables.jeffcopublicschools.org/


 

May  2022                      Green Gables School News PAGE 2 

 

Sponsorship space in 
this newsletter is 
extremely affordable! 
Reach parents in your 
local community & a 
significant portion of 
your investment goes 
back to the school! 
Want to sponsor this 
school? Please contact 
Rob Mangelson at 
Rob@tscacolorado.com 
or (720) 878-4107. 

May 2nd  NO SCHOOL – Spring Assessment Day – Students Come 

During Appointment Times (Sign Up Using Online 

SignUpGenius Page) 

 

May 3rd Kindergarten Botanic Gardens Field Trip 9:30am-1:30pm 

 Southern Gables Neighborhood Association Meeting 6-8pm in 

the Cafeteria 

 PTA Restaurant Night Fundraiser At Chuy’s in Belmar 

 

May 4th Bike & Walk To School Day 

 

May 6th Coffee Chat with our Principal & PTA President 8:30-9:15am 

 PTA Run4Funds AM 

 

May 9th-13th Staff Appreciation Week Organized By PTA 

 

May 10th 3rd Grade Butterfly Pavilion Field Trip 9:15am-1:30pm 

  School Accountability Meeting 4:45-5:45pm in the  

  Library 

  PTA Meeting 6:00-7:00pm in the Library 

 

May 11th 1st Grade Birds In School Field Trip #1 

  2nd Grade Family Game Night 

 

May 17th Talent Show – during school day 

 

May 18th 1st & 2nd Grades Spring Music Concert 6pm in the Gym 

 

May 19th End of Year Party 5-7pm  

 

May 20th School Circle 8:30-9:00am in the Gym 

 

May 23rd 5th Grade Kickball Game & Picnic 10:45am-12:30pm 

 

May 24th Kindergarten Continuation 10am Front Lawn 

  1st Grade Birds In School Field Trip #2 

  5th Grade Continuation 5:30pm 

 

May 25th Last Day of School-Early Release at 12:35pm 

http://www.kulkarniortho.com/
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Green Gables Staffing Updates for the 2022-2023 School 

Year  Saying Goodbye and Welcoming New Staff 

We have an amazing collaborative staff at Green Gables and it is never easy to say goodbye.  

 

• Suanne Hawley (Principal) is moving to a new department and will be the director of the Early Learning 

 Department with Jeffco Public Schools. 

• Taylor Jeffery (Kindergarten Teacher) 

Green Gables Community, 

I wanted to share some bittersweet news with you.  This is going to be my last year at Green 

Gables.  My family and I recently bought a house in Littleton and I have accepted a Kindergarten 

position at Bradford K8, which will be much closer to our house.  This was not an easy decision, as I 

absolutely love the community we have here at Green Gables.  I have grown and learned so much as 

an educator in my time here.  I will always cherish my seven years here and will miss you all so 

much!   

  

• Cheyanne Kent (1st Grade Teacher)  Cheyanne has accepted a position closer to her home.  

• Abbie Daurio (Speech/Language Pathologist) has accepted a position in the Jeffco Central Evaluation 

Team. 

Dear Green Gables Families,  

It has been such a joy working with students and families at Green Gables Elementary for the past 

seven years. Thank you for letting me be part of your children's educational journeys. I will not be 

returning to Green Gables next year, as I have accepted a position on the Jeffco Central Evaluation 

Team. I will miss Green Gables very much! 

 

• Beth Smiley (Art Teacher) will be retiring after this school year 

• Lori Spindler (Half Time Learning Specialist) has accepted a full-time position at Governor’s Ranch 

 Elementary. 

• Julie Federico (Social Emotional Learning Specialist) 

• Juliann Moes (School Psychology Intern) 

• Bree Neal (Individual Support Para-Educator) is moving to Florida. Enjoy your new adventures! 

• Sal Prado (SAE) 

• Kim Padilla (Food Services Assistant and Education Support Professional) has found a full time job 

 outside of Jeffco working in customer service. 

• Our wonderful Metro University resident student teachers: Ms. DeMaio, Ms. Hildreth, Ms. Hora, Ms. 

 Roark, and Ms. Salvia 

https://longmontdairy.com/milk-caps-for-mooola/
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We would also like to welcome new staff members.  

 
 

Jenn Withee will be our new principal. Message from Mrs. Withee: 

I am honored to be joining the Green Gables community as principal next year! The Green 

Gables community is near and dear to my heart as I grew up just a few houses away and 

attended Green Gables as a student. As I begin my fifteenth year as an educator and leader 

in Jeffco there is no community I would rather serve. Outside of being an educator I am a 

wife and mom of three. Our boys attend Rooney Ranch Elementary and our daughter is two. 

The impact of community on my own educational journey is now foundational to me as a 

leader as I know the difference partnership makes for our students. I look forward to getting 

to know your student (s) and families! Have a safe and fun summer – see you in August! 

 

Maddie DeMaio will be teaching 1st grade. Message from Ms. DeMaio: 

 

I am beyond thrilled to get the opportunity to teach first grade at Green Gables this 

upcoming school year! I will be graduating from Metropolitan State University of Denver in 

May with my bachelors in Elementary Education and will embark on my first-year teaching 

adventure among the best staff, students, and families around! I have had the privilege of 

student teaching in first grade this year mentored by the incredible Mrs. Hayes, and am so 

blessed to become a member of the team here at GG! In my free time I love creative 

writing,  exploring and practicing photography, baking any kind of cupcake imaginable, and 

spending time with family, friends, and three pets: my cat Oreo, golden retriever Betsy, and 

horse Oakley! I cannot wait to teach the 1st graders of Green Gables and be a part of such an 

incredible community! 

  

Sarah Lundie will be teaching 1st grade. Message from Sarah Lundie: 

 

Hello Green Gables families! My name is Sarah Lundie and I am so excited to join the Green 

Gables community! I have been a teacher in Jeffco for the past eight years. I have taught 

kindergarten, second grade, and reading intervention. I received my BA in Elementary 

Education from CCU in 2014, and my MS in Instructional Technology from GCU in 2021. I 

can't wait to be part of the first-grade team at Green Gables!   

http://fleischerfamilyfarm.com/
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Welcome, continued... 

  

Michelle Colaizzi will be our Social Emotional Learning Specialist. 

 

Message from Ms. Colaizzi: I am looking forward to joining the amazing staff at Green 

Gables as I know what a special community it is. I will be splitting my time as a Social 

Emotional Learning Specialist at both Green Gables and Peiffer Elementary. I have worked 

in Jeffco for 10 years and I have been at Peiffer Elementary for the last 5 years serving as the 

Social Emotional Learning Specialist and SPED Mental Health Provider. I have a 5th grade 

son that keeps me busy with baseball and ninja warrior and in my free time I love to spend 

time with my family, friends and my 2 doggies Hank and Homer.  I can't wait to connect with 

all of you!! 

  

Carrie Brannon will be our School Social Worker. Message from Ms. Brannon: 

 

My name is Carrie Brannon and I am excited to be joining the Green Gables team next year! 

I love working with children. I have been a school psychologist for 9 years and before that, I 

was a Kindergarten and First Grade teacher in Chicago.  

  

In my free time, I love to swim, bake, and hike with my dog, Maya. Over the summer I plan 

on traveling to at least four national parks and spending lots of time with family and friends. 

I can’t wait to meet everyone in August!  

 

Annie Nolan will be our new District Registered Nurse 

 

Annie joined the District School Nurse team this spring, and comes with a background in 

community and public health nursing. Most recently, she was working with Jefferson County 

Public Health in communicable disease management and the promotion of harm reduction 

services across the county. She is a mother to two elementary schoolers, and enjoys spending 

her weekends outdoors either in the vegetable garden or adventuring with her family. 

Between her Irish heritage and March birthday, she is excited to be a part of the Green 

Gables community. 

 

Cinda Knackstedt, Speech Language Pathologist 

 

 

Lynette Huntley Attendance Secretary 

 

Hello Green Gables Community! My name is Lynette Huntley and I am overjoyed to join the 

GG family as the new attendance secretary. I am a Colorado native and have lived in 

Lakewood for the last 16 years.  I have worked and volunteered in Jefferson County Public 

Schools for 9 years, from a paraprofessional to a PTA vice president and everything in 

between. I have been married for 16 years and have two wonderful children who attend 

Jeffco schools as well. I am very much looking forward to getting to know all the Green 

Gables families and community.       

 

Dannette Maes joined our staff this year as our Evening Custodian and will be staying on 

for next year.  

https://forms.gle/4EjnywC5PHigXtRPA
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Grade Level Configurations:  

Kinder:  Mrs. Smyth & Mrs. Thompson 

1st grade: Ms. DeMaio, Mrs. Hayes, and Ms. Lundie 

2nd grade: Mrs. Hudson and Ms. O’Bannon 

3rd grade: Ms. Corson & Mr. Turner 

4th grade:  Ms. Axelson & Mrs. Hahn 

5th grade:  Mrs. Bishop & Mrs. Peterson 

Art: Mrs. Kimbrough & TBD 

Music: Mr. Williams 

PE:  Mrs. Miner  

  

Please keep in mind that grade level configurations can fluctuate based on enrollment 

numbers and staffing changes can also occur over the summer based on school need.  

https://www.westrailtapandgrill.com/
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Sponsorship space in this 
newsletter is extremely 
affordable! Reach parents 
in your local community & 
a significant portion of 
your investment goes 
back to the school! Want 
to sponsor this school? 
Please contact Rob 
Mangelson at 
Rob@tscacolorado.com 
or (720) 878-4107. 

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by the school or district. 

 

Please come in and check our lost and 

found for any items your student may be 

missing. All items left behind on the last 

day of school will be donated. 

mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
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A big THANK YOU to all of the wonderful 

volunteers we have had this year. 

 

PTA 

Fundraiser Participants 

Southern Gables Neighborhood Home Owners Association 

Crossing Guards 

Watch DOGS 

Holiday Giving Tree Donations 

Donations to the Health Room 

Donations to Classrooms 

Garden Committee  

After School Clubs Leaders 

 

You have made our school year more successful and we so appreciate you! 

From The Health Room 

End of the year medication pick-up 2023 

Unused medication 

It is the responsibility of the parent to obtain all unused medication from 

the school when the medication is expired, discontinued, the school year 

ends, or the family transfers to another district.  All medication left in the 

school under these circumstances will be disposed of using district 

guidelines and monitoring by the district RN. 

This includes all prescription and over-the counter medications including: 

cough drops, cough syrup, Tylenol, EpiPen, inhaler, and any other 

injectable medications. 

All medication must be picked up before May 27th 
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It is Time to be Active 

 

 

Summer is time to get outside and be active.  Take advantage of the different 

opportunities to be active with your family in our community. 

 
Hiking Near By:  

• Green Mountain Trails 

• Bear Creek Trail at Stone House 

• Red Rocks Trading Post Trail 

• Bear Creek State Park 

 

Activities Near By:  

• Splash Pads (Ray Ross Park, Surfside Spray Park) 

• Playgrounds (Kendrick Lake, Carmody Recreation Center, Green Gables Elementary,) 

• Swim (Carmody Recreation Center, Glennon Heights, Green Mountain Indoor Pool) 

 

Home 

• Playing Basketball, Soccer, Frisbee and Flying a kite 

• Use Green Gables Elementary Fields to Play 

• Play Backyard Games 

 

Have a wonderful and safe summer. 
Mrs. Miner 

mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
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Tech For Ed Resources, continued... 

MAY DIGITAL WELLNESS RESOURCE 

 

“Technology” is an important tool for teaching and learning in Jeffco classrooms and at home. 

Throughout the school year, learners of all ages use computers, apps, mobile devices, and the 

internet to research, build, collaborate, and present ideas. Just like any other tool, there are rules 

and best practices for using technology in balanced, responsible, and healthy ways.  
 

With the summer months approaching, it’s a great time to discuss and establish your family’s 

“digital diet” roadmap. 
 

“Almost everything will work again if you unplug it,, including you.” 

Anne Lamontt 

Digital Diet Suggestions  
Limiting the amount of time that kids spend using personal tech devices is often a major 

challenge. A digital diet can help to moderate tech use in favor of more opportunities for 

conversation and human interaction. These are key to children’s communication, health, and 

development. Here are some tips for putting your family on a digital diet: 
 

1. Create a family technology plan together. An agreed upon set of rules around 

family members’ technology use (when, where, how much, for what, with whom, etc.) is 

a good way to keep everyone on track. By involving your kids in the process, you are 

more likely to achieve the results you want. Technology is often an integral part of older 

childrens’ social experience, so being respectful of this will help. Schedule regular check

-ins to see how the plan is working and to determine whether you’re actually 

substituting tech time with more quality time together.  
2. Keep a log. How much time does everyone in your family spend online? Alternatively, 

how much time does the family spend talking and engaging in activities together? Just 

as a food diary can be eye opening, keeping a log of a typical tech week may help 

identify habits to change and goals to set in terms of family bonding and 

communication.  
3. Sponsor tech-free nights/events. Whether it’s a game night, a neighborhood block 

party, or another type of gathering –going tech-free on occasion can provide rich 

opportunities to build family and social relationships.  
4. Designate tech-free zones in the home. The kitchen, bedroom(s), the family room –

there may be one place in your home that you can keep devices out of, as a general rule. 

This helps with the temptation to constantly check your phone or jump at the sound of 

every incoming notification. It makes a difference to even have 30 minutes free from 

tech distractions.  
5. Talk over text, when possible. Texting offers tremendous convenience for parents to 

get in touch with their kids, but texting is not a replacement for verbal exchange. Tone, 

facial expressions, and other nonverbal signals are just some of the ways in which 

texting falls short (emojis don’t do the trick). Try to avoid texting your child when both 

of you are at home, as a start.  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/featured-content/files/common_sense_family_media_agreement.pdf


 

May  2022            Green Gables School News PAGE 11 

 
Tech For Ed Resources 

6. Take a vacation from your technology. Some parents have turned to tech-free 

vacations to connect more with their kids. Unplugging completely may not be realistic 

for everyone. However, there may be specific activities or times when you can leave the 

devices behind. Family communication can increase. Everyone will be “in the moment” 

instead of documenting the moment for Facebook or Instagram.. 
7. Listen safely. Many kids spend hours a day with the volume cranked up using 

headphones or earbuds. Unfortunately, they are putting their hearing at serious risk. 

This damage is irreversible. The World Health Organization has labeled unsafe 

listening an international health threat—1.1 billion young people are at risk of 

harming their hearing from unsafe listening on personal tech devices or at noisy 

entertainment venues. This is a message that children need to “hear” from their 

parents.  
8.  

Remember that kids will be watching their parents’ and/or guardians’ habits closely. Practice 

what you preach when it comes to limiting tech use. Keep yourself on the same digital diet that 

you set for your children.  

 
Curated from our friends at the American Speech Language Hearing Association 

 
Monthly Motto: Maintaining a healthy media balance is important at school and at home.  
 

Discussion Question for School and Home:  How can we help students use media in healthy 

ways? 

 

Media Balance & Well-Being Family Activities:  

Kindergarten  English  

Grade 1  English 

Grade 2  English 

Grades 3-5  English Spanish 

Grades 6-8  English Spanish 

Grade 9-12  English  

 

Family Supports  

7 Surprising Apps Kids Can Use to Chat with Friends 

How to Handle Disturbing Content you Find on your 

Teens Phone 

Help Kids Make Friends and Interact Safely Online 

Digital Wellness for Families 

Jeffco Student Use of the Internet Agreement 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17Tq9wgw2F9sMkE2Z2a2zkriLK0zp1qDsSkv5YTB7Ldg/edit#slide=id.g5dd14444e9_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VMGK_30rrMq4tD-VI6j5Z0RoPAolT_lydAaP03VoEHM/edit#slide=id.g5dd14444e9_0_21
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tsYWY76Y9BJpl_mHcxb0-BiLIHL2PrGBt3GqeeBNAD8/edit#slide=id.g5dd14444e9_0_42
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/159Ly4QWfekuO5ogeLVouMWIo5oxmxB2QCP9X00rjkRE/edit#slide=id.g3d07a721d2_1_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/182RVGmR9Ue_6c-DuJQ_NbLPKK3rdRfni2iYNaIzIpu0/edit#slide=id.p1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1moJRD4r9umukn7MwZ847tTMRRYYt7Uu2ym1lAw1zHoI
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16RH5dLbMkqKzyyUkQi5vEGzmRLI-oz4FE-_4dF6Ma-k/edit#slide=id.g3d07a721d2_1_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gphqmH3CVrm4oJlhL__bTT905_zFKnFbFjXZCMxGEwk/edit#slide=id.g5e76d92819_0_0
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/7-surprising-apps-kids-can-use-to-chat-with-friends
https://www.verywellfamily.com/disturbing-content-on-childs-phone-4582426
https://www.verywellfamily.com/disturbing-content-on-childs-phone-4582426
https://www.commonsense.org/education/family-tips/6-12-relationships-and-communication
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1M8qXTS6GL03i0ynBqJ3IN7a_-CTfi5BOkBSQdefVs3A/edit?usp=sharing
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/jeffco/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=87CUDX5E5796
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Schools Out! Avoiding the Summer Slide  

Core skills like reading, writing and math take practice. Just like playing a sport, you would not stop 

for months at a time and expect to maintain your progress. Regardless, many kids close their books 

at the end of the school year and wait until August to open them back up. The “summer slide” is real 

and it affects students every year.  Help students continue to learn over the summer. Here are some 

fun ideas below:  

 

Reading and Writing 

• Visit your local library for books and classes. 

• Take family photos and encourage scrapbooking. 

• Write letters to relatives and friends. 

• Listen to audio books on a road trip. 

• 9 in 10: Number of kids who say they would be more likely to finish a book they picked out 

themselves (3) 

• 62%: Percentage of kids who say they enjoy reading books over the summer (3) 

 

Math 
• Get cooking. Let kids learn to measure and mix. 

• Download math games on your tablet or smartphone. 

• Encourage kids to calculate mileage and times for road trips. 

• Create and run a lemonade stand to teach kids about managing money. 

• 2 to 3 hours: Time per week of practice or studying it takes to fully combat summer learning 

loss (1) 

 

Other Core Subjects 
• Visit local history and art museums. 

• Find easy and fun science experiments online to do at home. 

• Visit a zoo and encourage children to keep a journal about the animals. 

• Plant and cultivate a garden. Teach kids about nutrition. 

 

Physical Education 
• Sign kids up for a team sport of their choice. 

• Find local swimming lessons. 

• Encourage walking or biking with friends. 

• Find a park with open trails and playground equipment. 

• Regular physical activity during the summer can actually lead to increased concentration and 

improved test scores. (1) 

Sources 

https://www.oxfordlearning.com 

http://www.handyhandouts.com 

http://mediaroom.scholastic.com 

https://www.brighthubeducation.com 

https://sharemylesson.com 

https://www.oxfordlearning.com/
http://www.handyhandouts.com/
http://mediaroom.scholastic.com/
https://www.brighthubeducation.com/
https://sharemylesson.com/


 
The final PTA meeting for this school 
year will be May, 10th at 6:00 p.m. 

We will serve pizza and have a 
drawing for reserved seating at 
kindergarten and 5th grade 

continuations. You can be in-person 
or virtual to win. We will be meeting 

afterward to continue planning the 
End-of-Year Party. All are welcome! 

••••••••••••••••• 
End of Year Party 

PTA is bringing it back! We will 
celebrate the culmination of a 

wonderful school year 
Thursday May 19th from 5:00-
7:00. We will have a scavenger 
hunt, inflatables, tattoos, Gaga 

Ball, a cakewalk and a DJ. 
There will be a food truck 

where you can buy dinner, or 
feel free to bring your own 

picnic and enjoy it on the lawn 
with school friends. 

••••••••••••••••• 
PJs and Pastries 

We had a lovely morning for breakfast 
in the garden last Monday. Thank you 

to all who came and indulged! 

 
Final Restaurant Night @ Chuy’s 

in Belmar May 3rd! 
••••••••••••••••• 

Staff Appreciation 
We will be celebrating our fabulous 
Green Gables Staff May 9-13. PTA 
has arranged to provide 2 meals and 

several gifts and treats throughout the 
week. If you would like to get 

something special for someone, here is 
a link to a list of favorites for each 

staff member. 
••••••••••••••••• 

 
 
 

 
Science Night 

was a hit! We had 17 exhibitors, 
and around 200 people 

attended, many of whom were 
family members of Green 

Gables students. Thank you to 
everyone who volunteered and 

brought food for the event! 
••••••••••••••••• 

Contact us: 
greengablesptapresident@gmail.com 

 

 
••••••••••••••••• 

 
Join us Friday May 6th for our 

annual Fun Run. There will be a 
DJ and waterplay. Families are 

welcome to join! Here is the 
schedule: 

8:30 = 5th 
9:00 = Kinder 

9:30 = 1st 

10:00 = 2nd 
10:30 = 3rd 
11:00 = 4th  

Students received information 
last week about fundraising. 
Check out the Run4Funds 
website for more details. 

••••••••••••••••• 

 
Numbers are in: total profits 

this year were $5,936.50! These 
funds will go toward our End 

of Year Party and Staff 
Appreciation gifts. Thank you 

to all who participated and 
helped with the sorting! 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to all of our club 

leaders for making clubs 
happen for the students at 

Green Gables! 
••••••••••••••••• 

May 6th from 8:30-9:15, we will 
be hosting our final “Coffee 

and Chat” with Principal 
Hawley and PTA President 

Anne Larson. This month we 
will meet in the cafeteria. If 

you have anything you’d like to 
discuss in a small forum with 

other parents and school 
leadership, we’d love to have 
you join us. Or just come for 

the fellowship.

 
We hope to see you there! 

••••••••••••••••• 
Benefit PTA by shopping through 

Amazon Smile and at King Soopers! 

 
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/co

mmunity/community-rewards 
 

 
 

 
Purchase through 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-
6111907 

 
Bring your Longmont Dairy  
Milk caps to the front office. 
 

 
Scan your receipt with the app to earn 

$ for Green Gables PTA! 
 

••••••••••••••••

Save the Date 

https://meet.google.com/yxw-idkf-jop
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vzEVrkpcAmDwB3NdpqDguKgvBPybQG8DULBqY6WrJB8/edit
mailto:greengablesptapresident@gmail.com
https://r4funds.com/schools/greengablesrun22/
https://r4funds.com/schools/greengablesrun22/
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-6111907
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-6111907

